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September 13, 2007

Selica Potter

State Water Resources Control Board

Office of Research, Planning and Performance
1001 “[" Street, 16th Floor

Sacramento, CA 85814

Re: Recommendations regarding the Incorporation of Global Warming into
Activities of the State Water Resources Control Board

The Planning and Conservation League (PCL) commends the State Water Resources
Control Board (SWRCB) and the Department of Water Resources (DWR) for convening
the August 23, 2007 “Water Policy through a Carbon Lens® workshop and appreciate
this opportunity to provide recommendations regarding the incorporation of Global
Warming into the activities of the SWRCB.

Fulfilling the mandate of AB 32, the Global Warming Solutions Act of 20086, and avoiding
the unmanageable impacts predicted to occur in the absence of such actions
internationally, requires the full commitment of every state agency as well as all regional
and local governments. Each governmental entity must take immediate and long-term
actions to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions associated with the activities that it
undertakes and regulates. '

' The use of water in California contributes significantly to the state's greenhouse gas
emission crisis. In California’s Water-Energy Relationship (2005), the California Energy
Commission (CEC), concluded that the water sector is the largest user of electrical
energy in the state, accounting for 19 percent of all electricity consumed in California,
30% of non-power plant-related natural gas use, and 88 million gallons of diesel burned
every year. In 2005, Governor Schwarzenegger’s Climate Action Team estimated that
the energy used to move and treat water in California results in the release of
approximately 44 million tons of CO2 emissions annually.

Fortunately, opportunities to reduce these greenhouse gas impacts abound, and more
efficient use of California’s water resources could substantially reduce the state’s
greenhouse gas emissions. The Climate Action Team noted that accelerating
investment in Water Use Efficiency to meet the 2005 California Water Plan Update 2030
water conservation goals by 2010 would result in a cumulative reduction of 40 million
tons of emissions by 2030. _
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Unfortunately, many of the effects of global warming are now present or unavoidable,
including alternations of the timing, intensity, and duration of precipitation in California,
which in turn affects the quantity and quality of California’s water resources.

For example, in areas and time periods of increased rainfall, more pollution and
sedimentation will be produced due to runoff. Likewise, reductions in precipitation may
alter lake levels and stream flow, thereby increasing concentrations of pollutants.
Additionally, more frequent and intense rainfall can overwhelm various “wet weather”
pollution control facilities that are designed to reduce sewage overflows and stormwater
runoff under historical rainfall patterns further reducing the quality of water (IPCC,
2001). :

These water resource impacts complicate the regulatory activities of the SWRCB,
especially in the establishment of water quality standards, permitting of water treatment
facilities, and determination of water rights and beneficial uses.

And failing to achieve substantial greenhouse gas emission reductions in California
would not only violate AB 32, it would also likely exacerbate the effects of global
warming, causing additional strain on the resources regulated by the SWRCB.

We therefore propose that the SWRCB undertake the following activities:
1') Help Integrate Climate Change into California Water Planning

Advocate for the adoption of the provisions of AB 224 (Wolk) into all major water
planning documents in California, including the California Water Plan Update, State
Water Project Delivery Reliability Report, Urban Water Management Plans, and
Integrated Regional Water Management Plans, as well as all FERC re-licensing, flood
plans, surface storage studies, and CEQA/NEPA documents. '

The SWRCB and the Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBSs) have a
particularly strong opportunity to ensure this incorporation of global warming into water
planning through the submission of agency comments on Environmental Impact

Reports (EIRs) and Environmental Impact Statements (E!Ss).

For example, when reviewing and commenting on an EIR/EIS for a new water treatment
facility, the SWRCB and the appropriate RWQCB should ensure that the environmental
review includes alternatives analysis of various pollution prevention measures and
compares the greenhouse gas emissions associated with each alternative. Likewise, for
maijor development projects, the SWRCB and the appropriate RWQCB should ensure
that the EIR/EIS adequately analyzes any deterioration to water quality resources from
the emission of climate disrupting emissions.




